
	
  

	
  

A PRAYERFUL CHRISTMAS 
 
This evening we gather to hear the Christmas story, sing our praises to the newborn King, and 
offer our prayers to God.  We come with humble and grateful hearts for the gift of Jesus into our 
world and lives, confident that He will come again to bring us to Himself for eternity. 
 

P – The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the of God the Father, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 
C – And also with you. 
 

Joy To The World 
Joy to the world, the Lord is come!  Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare Him room, And Heaven and nature sing, 
And Heaven and nature sing,  And Heaven, and Heaven, and nature sing. 
 
Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ; 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains  Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy,  Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy. 
 
No more let sins and sorrows grow,  Nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make His blessings flow  Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found,  Far as, far as, the curse is found. 

 

Luke 1:26-38    + The Promise of A Savior is Announced to Mary + 
In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in 
Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The 
virgin’s name was Mary. The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! 
The Lord is with you.”   Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting 
this might be.  But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 
You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. He will be great and will be 
called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he 
will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.”  “How will this be,” Mary 
asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”  The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and 
the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son 
of God. Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said 
to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word from God will ever fail.”   “I am the 
Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her.  
 

P - We pray that like Mary we would be ready to serve God and submit to His will for our lives. 
 

Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful 
O Come All Ye Faithful  Joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem. 
Come and behold Him,  Born the King of Angels; 
Refrain:  O come, let us adore Him,  O come, let us adore Him,   
O come, let us adore Him,  Christ the Lord. 
 



	
  

	
  

O Sing, choirs of angels,  Sing in exultation, 
Sing all that hear in heaven God's holy word. 
Give to our Father glory in the Highest;  Refrain 

 

Luke 2:1-7     + Jesus is Born + 
In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman 
world.  And everyone went to their own town to register.  So Joseph also went up from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house 
and line of David. He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and 
was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave 
birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there 
was no guest room available for them.  
 

P - We pray for Jesus presence in our lives and in the lives of others.  So we bring our personal 
petitions to Him. 
 

O Little Town Of Bethlehem 
O little town of Bethlehem,  How still we see thee lie;  
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep  The silent stars go by;  
Yet in thy dark streets shineth  The everlasting light.  
The hopes and fears of all the years  Are met in thee tonight.  
 
For Christ is born of Mary,  And gathered all above,  
While mortals sleep the angels keep  Their watch of wond'ring love.  
O morning stars, together  Proclaim the holy birth!  
And praises sing to God the King,  And peace to men on earth! 
We give thanks to God for His many gifts to us. 

 
Away In A Manger 

Away in a manger, no crib for his bed 
The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head 
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay 
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay 
 
Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask Thee to stay 
Close by me forever, and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 
And take us to heaven, to live with Thee there.  

 + 

Luke 2:8-14    + The Angels Praise God at the Coming of Jesus + 
And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 
An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 
were terrified.  But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause 
great joy for all the people.  Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord.  This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a 
manger.”   Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God 



	
  

	
  

and saying,  “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor 
rests.”  
 

P – We pray for our families, friends, fellow members, those who are traveling, and all who are ill or 
in need. 
 
Hark The Herald Angels Sing 

Hark! The herald angels sing,  “Glory to the newborn King; 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild,  God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all ye nations rise,  Join the triumph of the skies; 
With th’angelic host proclaim,  “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
Refrain:  Hark! the herald angels sing,  “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 
Christ, by highest Heav’n adored;  Christ the everlasting Lord; 
Late in time, behold Him come,  Offspring of a virgin’s womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;  Hail th’incarnate Deity, 
Pleased with us in flesh to dwell,  Jesus our Emmanuel.            Refrain 

 

Luke 2:15-20    + The Shepherds Share the Good News of Jesus’ Birth + 
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go 
to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.”  So they 
hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger.  When they 
had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child,  and all 
who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them.  But Mary treasured up all these 
things and pondered them in her heart.  The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all 
the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.  
 

P - We pray that we might be bold to share the Good News of Jesus’ love with the lonely, grieving, 
forgotten, abused, and all who don’t know Him.   
 

The First Noel 
The first noel, the Angels did say  Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay 
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep  On a cold winter's night that was so deep. 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel  Born is the King of Israel! 
 
They looked up and saw a star  Shining in the East beyond them far 
And to the earth it gave great light  And so it continued both day and night. 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel  Born is the King of Israel! 
 
And by the light of that same star  Three Wise men came from country far 
To seek for a King was their intent  And to follow the star wherever it went. 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel  Born is the King of Israel! 
 
Then entered in those Wise men three  Full reverently upon their knee 
And offered there in His presence  Their gold and myrrh and frankincense. 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel  Born is the King of Israel!  
 

Matthew 2:1-11      + The Wise Men Come to Worship Jesus + 



	
  

	
  

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east 
came to Jerusalem  and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw 
his star when it rose and have come to worship him.”  When King Herod heard this he was 
disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. When he had called together all the people’s chief priests 
and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Messiah was to be born.  “In Bethlehem in 
Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written.” Then Herod called the Magi secretly 
and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared.  He sent them to Bethlehem and 
said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may 
go and worship him.”  After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had 
seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was.  When 
they saw the star, they were overjoyed.  On coming to the house, they saw the child with his 
mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and 
presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.  
 

P – We pray for peace in our world, for our leaders, for good government, for those who serve us in 
the military, and for our city. 
 

Silent Night 
Silent night, holy night  All is calm, all is bright 
Round yon Virgin Mother and Child  Holy Infant so tender and mild 
Sleep in heavenly peace  Sleep in heavenly peace 
 
Silent night, holy night!  Shepherds quake at the sight 
Glories stream from heaven afar  Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! 
Christ, the Saviour is born  Christ, the Saviour is born 
 
Silent night, holy night  Son of God, love's pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face  With the dawn of redeeming grace 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth  Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth " 
 

P – Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
C – Thanks be to God. 


